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LIMITED OFFICIAL USE PANAMA 6004 
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TAGS: PFOR, CPAS, CVIS, PN, PQ 

SUBJECT: CHANGE OF STATUS OF U.S. PERSONNEL RESIDING IN PANAMA. 
REF: STATE 214808 AND 218495; PANAMA 5680 AND 5599 

1) ON NOV. 3 PRESIDENT LAKAS INFORMED ME THAT HE HAD 
RESOLVED THE "CHANGE OF STATUS" ISSUE ON OCT. 30. ON NOV. 7 
I CONFIRMED WITH THE FOREIGN MINISTER THAT SOUTHCOM AND 
PAN CANAL PERSONNEL AND DEPENDENTS WOULD NOT BE CHARGED 
THE $50 CHANGE OF STATUS FEE. 

2) SOUTHCOM AND PAN CANAL PERSONNEL REQUIRING TEMPORARY 
VISITORS VISAS SHOULD NOW BE ABLE TO OBTAIN THEM UNDER 
PREVIOUS PROCEDURE. I RECOMMEND STRONGLY HOWEVER THAT 
ANY PERSONNEL COMING TO PANAMA OBTAIN APPROPRIATE VISA 
IF THEY HAVE REASON TO BELIEVE THEY WILL LIVE IN 
REPUBLIC. 
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